> 


ADDRESS 


TO THE 


GRAND JURY = 


THE e OF If 
KIRTON AND SKIRBECK, 


IN THE PARTS OF 


HOLLAND, 
IN THE COUNTY OF LINCOLN 


AT THE 
GENERAL QUARTER SESSIONS os Taz PEACE, 
HzLD Ar Bos rox, April 17, 1798; 
CONCERNING THE. LATE ACT OF PARLIAMENT, 


rok THE 
BDartncs ano Stcortry os Tas Ns. 


12 : 


BY 


SAMUEL PARTRIDGE, M.A. , | 
CITAIRMAN AT THE SAID SESSIONS. 


PUBLISHED AT THE REQUEST OF THE BENCH, AND ON 
THE GRAND JURY. 


01D BY 
F. AND C. RIVINGTON, LONDON; AND BY THE BOOK} 
SELLERS IN LINCOLNSHIRE, 


{ PRICE SLX-PENCE. } 


1798. | * 


: 
: 
' 
x 
| 


—ſ— — — 


ST Ns 
ADDRESS 
THE GRAND UR 
KL or THR 
HUNDREDS OF KIRTON, 
Sc. Sc. &c. 


Gentlemen of the Fury, 


AN Act of Parliament, of very great im- 
portance to the defence and ſecurity of this 
kingdom, and of every thing within it 
| which can be dear to us all, received the royal 
aſſent, on the 5th day of the prefent month, 
This Act has been, by many perſons who 
depend upon rumour alone for information on 
public affairs, very much miſunderſtood, I 


F 


— will 


— — 2 . . ee 
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will therefore take this opportunity of ſtat. | 
ing, and commenting upon, ſuch parts of it 
as are moſt neceſſary to be generally known ; 
not ſo much, gentlemen, for your informa- 
tion, who will doubtleſs procure and read at- 
tentively this important Act, (which is ſhirt, 
and of ſmall price) as for the information of 
the neighbourhood at large, now aſſembled to 
witneſs the adminiſtration of the laws of out 
country; laws, more juſt and equal, and ad- 
miniſtered (I truſt) with more impartiality 
and purity, than thoſe of O'S nation in 
the world. ) 
This Act is intitled % An Act to enable 


his Majeſty more effectually to Provide for the 
Defence and Security of the Realm, during 
| the preſent War; and, for indemnifying 
Perſons who may Suffer in their Property by 
ſuch Meaſures as may be in; are that 


1 
” . 
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Furpoſe.“ 
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The preamble ſtates, that ** it is expedient 
that his Majeſty ſhould be enabled to exer-: 


ciſe, in the moſt effectual manner, the powers 
by law veſted in him for preventing and re- 


pelling an invaſion of this kingdom by his 


Majeſty's enemies; and that, for ſuch pur- 


poſe, proviſion ſhould be made to enforce, 

prompt obedience to ſuch orders as his Ma- 
jeſty ſhall think fit to iſſue, for procuring the. . 
formation neceſſary to the effectual exerciſe. | 


of ſuch powers upon any emergency; and 


for applying, in the moſt expeditious manner, . 


and with the greateſt effect, the volunary ſer- 


uces of his loyal ſubjects for the. defence of 


the kingdom; and alſo; to enable his Ma- 
jeſty to procure ground which may be wanting 
for- erecting batteries, beacons, and other 
works, which; may be deemed neceſſary for 
the public ſervice; and alſo, to provide for 
the indemnity (in certain caſes), of perſons 
who may ſuffer in thir property by meaſures 
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[4] 
which may be taken for the defence and ſecu- 
rity of the country, and annoyance of the 
enemy.“ 

The firſt clauſe enacts, that the lieutenants 
of the ſeveral counties, and their deputy- 
lieutenants all, in obedience to ſuch or- 
ders as his Majeſty ſhall think fit to iſſue, 
for ſuch purpoſe, procure returns of the 
numbers of men of the age of fifteen years 
and under the age of fixty years ; diſtinguiſh- 
ing which of them are, by reaſon of infirmi- 
ty, incapable of active ſervice; and which 
of them are engaged in any volunteer corps; 
and which of them are willing to engage them · 
ſelves, to be armed, arrayed, trained, and ex- 
ercised, for the defence of the kingdom, and 
upon what terms; and which of them are 
willing to engage, in caſes of emergency, 
either gratuitouſly or for hire, as boatmen or 
bargemen, or as drivers of carriages or horſes, 
or drivers of waggons, carts, or cattle, or as 

| pioneers, 


= 
pioneers, or other labourers for any works or 
labour which may be neceflary for the public 
ſervice ; and alſo to procure returns of the 
numbers of the males and females, who by 
_ reaſon of infancy, age, or infirmity, or for 
other cauſe, may probably be incapable of re- 
moving themſelves, in ease of danger; and 


alſo, for procuring , returns of all boats. 


barges, waggons, carts, horſes, and other 
cattle and sheep, and of all hay, ſtraw, corn, 
meal, flour, and other proviſions, and of all 


mills and ovens, and all other things which 
may be uſeful to an enemy, or applicable to 
the public ſervice; and which of ſuch boats, 
barges, waggons, carts, and horſes, the on- 
ers thereof are willing to furnish, in case of 
emergency, for the public ſervice, either gra- 
tuitouſly or for hire; and with what numbers 
of boatmen, bargemen, drivers, and other 
neceſſary attendance, and upon what terms 
and conditions: for the purpoſe of enabling 

his 


1561 
his Ma jeſty, and the perſons acting under his 
Majeſty's authority, to give ſuch orders as 
may be neceſſary for the removal, in cafe of 
danger, of ſuch perſons as ſhall be incapable 
of removing themſelves, and for the removal 
of all boats, barges, waggons, carts, horfes, 


cattle; ſheep, hay, ſtraw, corn, meal, flour, 
and other proviſions, and things aſoreſaid, or 
for the employment thereof in his Majeſty's 
ſervice or otherwiſe, as the exigency of the 
_ cafe ſhall require; and generally to give ſuch | 
directions touching ſuch matters reſpectively. 
as may be deemed moſt likely to defeat the 
views of the enemy, and moſt n | 
for the public ſervice. 2 


. Gentlemen, you perceive that the former c 
fart of this clauſe is not optional, but compul- | 
fory;---that returns hall be procured of the | 
number of men aged betwixt 15 and 60. | 
Then follow the claſſes into which they are 

x to be diſtinguiſhed 15 Iſt. Such as are incapa« 
| ble 
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ble of ſervice. 2dly. Such as are engaged-in 
any volunteer corps; zdly (obſerve this par- 
ticularly) ſuch as are wiLLING to engage 
themselves, to be armed and trained for the 
defence of the kingdom; Athly. ſuch as are 
wILLING (obſerve this material word) to en- 
gage as boatmen, or drivers of carriages, 
horſes, or cattle; or as ION other 
labourers. : {1 "4 £10] 

Returns are to be procured (in the next 
place) of ' perſons incapable of removing 
themſelves, in caſe of danger. To this part 
of the clauſe no one will object, who conſi- 
ders, for a moment, the treatment which 
theſe perſons would meet with in the hands 
of the enemy. The accounts. which we 
have received, of the barbarities practiſed 
upon the inhabitants of other lately invaded 
countries, are ſhocking almaſt beyond belief. 
Let us be thankful, that we live under a go- 


_ ver» 
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3 
vernment, able and prompt to reſcue the 
helpleſs part of its ſubjects from ſuch 1 


ful calamities. 
The return, in the next place, of all boats, 


waggons, carts, horſes, cattle, proviſions, 
and ſo forth, in order to their removal in caſe 
of danger, is a matter of ſuch obvious expe - 
diency and neceſſity, that no words need be 
uſed to vindicate this meaſure; eſpecially, 
when we conſider the compenſation for all 
lofles ſuſtained, which i is the ſuby ect of ſome 
ſubſequent clauſes. 6 

The ad. clauſe enables his Majeſty to re- 
quire the lieutenants, or deputy lieutenants, 
to appoint proper officers, to be ready for ar- 
raying, training, exerciſing, and command - 
ing, ſuch men as ſhall be willing to engage 
themſelves to be ſo armed and trained; and 
alfo proper perſons, to ſuperintend and direct 
the execution of the other duties befort- 
mentioned. ; 


The 


[ 

The 4th. clauſe gives to lieutenants, de- 
puty lieutenants, juſtices of the peace, con- 
ſtables, and ſo forth, the like powers and au- | 
thorities, in the execution of this Act, as 
they reſpectively poſſeſs with regard to the 
exiſting militia laws. | 

The 6th. clauſe requires eutenaiats, or 
deputy lieutenants, to iſſue warrants. to con» 
ſtables, to cauſe returns, as above-mentioned, 
to be made upon oath, for their. _— pa- 

niſhes, at the ſubdiviſion meetings. 

The 7th clauſe(a very important ones thus 
worded, ** That it ſhall be lawful for bis Ma- 
jeſty, in caſe of actual invaſion of this king- 
dom, or if his Majeſty ſhall ſee ſpecial cauſe 
to apprehend that ſuch invaſion will actually 
be attempted by the enemy, to authoriſe and 
empower, by order under his Sign Manual, the 
ſaid lieutenants and deputy lieutenants, or 

any of them, on any emergency, and on the 
requiſition of the officer commanding within 
C the 


& 


7 —o 


1 10 ] 
the diſtrict reſpectively, or of ſuch other per- 
ſons as his Majeſty ſhall ſpecially empower 
to make ſuch requiſition, to give all ſuch or- 
ders as ſhall be neceſſary for the removal of 


any boats, barges, waggons, carts, or other 
carriages, horſes, cattle, ſheep, hay, ſtraw, 
corn, meal, flour, or proviſions of any kind, 
or any other things which may be of advan- 
tage to an enemy, or uſeful for the public ſer- 
vice, and to take the ſame, if neceſſary, for 
the public ſervice; and alſo to give ſuch or- 
ders as ſhall be neceſſary, for the removal of 
the inhabitants of any houſe, hamlet, diſtrict, 
or place, or any of them, and eſpecially ſuch 
as by reaſon of infancy, age, or infirmity, or 
other cauſe, ſhall be incapable of removing 
themſelves, in cafe of danger; and alſo, in 
caſe of neceſſity, to deſtroy any boats, barges; 


waggons, carts, or other carriages, horſes, 
cattle, ſheep, hay, ſtraw, corn, meal, flour, or 
proviſions of any kind, or any thing which 

may 


BF 
may be of advantage to an enemy; and to re- 
move, deſtroy, or to render uſeleſs, any houſe, 
mill, bridge, or other, building, or any matter 
or thing whatſoever ; and generally to do and 
act in the premiſes, as the public ſervice and 
the 1 988 of n caſes ſhall re- 
quire.“ | 

In order that no one among us'may 17 
poſe, for a moment, that his property is likely 
to be deſtroyed without any compenſation to 
him, I will here paſs on to the 11th clauſe: 
*« when it ſhall have been found neceſſary to 
take, for the public ſervice, remove or deſtroy 
any waggons, carts, or other carriages, horſes, 
cattle, ſheep, hay, ſtraw, corn, meal, flour, 
or other proviſions, or any other articles 
whatſoever, or to deſtroy or injure any houſe, 
mill, bridge, or other building, or any matter 
or thing of value, under the directions afore- 
ſaid, the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's trea- 
ſury ſhall len perſons to enquire into and 
C 2 aſcer- 
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aſcertain the value of ſuch articles, and the 
compenſation which ought to be-made for the 
ſame, by way of purchaſe or hire, or recom- 
pence for damage, or otherwiſe, according to 
the nature of the caſe; and if the owner ſhall 
be willing to accept the compenſation which 
ſhall be ſo aſcertained, the ſame ſhall be paid 
by the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's trea- 
ſury, or ſuch perſon as ſhall'be appointed by 
them for that purpoſe, in purſuance of a cer- 
tificate under the hands of the perſons ſo em- 
ployed to aſcertain the fame ; and if the 
owner ſhall not be willing to accept ſuch 
compenſation, it ſhall be lawful for his Ma- 
jeſty to order two juſtices of the peace to ſettle 
and aſcertain the compenſation which ought 
to be made; which juſtices ſhall ſettle and 
aſcertain the ſame accordingly, and ſhall 
grant a certificate thereof to the commiſſion- 
ers of his Majeſty's treaſury, who ſhall order 
the ſame to be paid to the perſon entitled 
4. thereto, 


" £4854 


thereto, out of * N granted for the 
ſupply of the year.“ : 

Going back to the 8th ah. we find, 
that any perſons who may.enrol tbemſelves in 
any volunteer corps of infantry or cavalry, | 
ſubſequent to the date of ibis Ad, ſhall not be 
liable to be called out, and placed under the 
command of any general officer commanding 
within the diſtrict in which ſuch corps may 
be formed z except in caſe of actual inva- 
ſion, or of the actual appearance of the ene- 
my on the coaſt, or of the danger of invaſion 
being deemed ſo imminent, as to make it ad- 
viſeable for the lieutenant or deputy- lieuten- 
ants, or any of them, to give orders for the 
removal of cattle, corn, gr any other articles 
which may be of advantage to the enemy, or 
oſeful to the public ſervice, in the manner 
hereinbefore mentioned.“ 

The 10th'clauſe enables his Majeſty to au- 
 thorize any general officer or other perſon, 


$-.. 
we” 
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\ * to ſurvey and mark out any piece of ground 
wanted for the public ſervice, and to treat and 
agree with the owner for the poſſeſſion or uſe 
thereof, during ſuch time as the exigence of 
the ſervice ſhall require; and in caſe the 
owner ſhall refuſe or decline to enter into ſuch 
contract as ſhall be ſatisfactory to ſuch officer 
or other perſon, or ſhall be unable ſo to do by 
reaſon of infancy, &c. it ſhall be lawful for 
the perſons ſo authorized by his Majeſty, to 
require two or more juſtices of the peace, or 
deputy-Iteutenants, where ſuch piece of 
ground ſhall be, to put his Majeſty's officers 
into immediate poſſeſſion of ſuch piece of 
ground by their warrant; who ſhall alſo iſſue 
their warrants to the ſheriff, to ſummon a 
Jury to enquire of, and aſcertain, the eompen- 
ſation which ought to be made for the poſe 
ſeſſion or uſe of ſuch piece of ground; and 
the receiver-general ſhall, out of any money 
in his hands, pay ſuch compenſation as ſhall 


be 
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be directed: provided always, that no ſuch 
piece of ground ſhall be ſo taken for the 
public ſervice, without the conſent of the 
owner, unleſs the neceſſity for the ſame ſhall 
be firſt certified by the lord lieutenant or two 
of the deputy lieutenants, or unleſs the enemy 
ſhall have actually invaded the kingdom, at 
the time when ſuch piece of ground ſhall be 
ſo taken.“ | 

To the ſubſtance of the 17th. clauſe,” I 
defire the attention of all perſons, but Parti- 
cularly of conſtables; ** In caſe any conſta- 
ble, or ohter perſon, ſhall diſobey any orders 
which ſhall be iſſued in purſuance of this 
Act, or ſhall obſtru or hinder the execution 
thereof; every ſuch perſon, upon conviction 
of ſuch offence before any juſtice of the peace, 
ſhall forfeit and pay a ſum not leſs than five 
pounds, and not exceeding one hundred 
pounds, at the diſcretion of ſuch juſtice, to be 
levied by diſtreſs; and for want of ſufficient 

diſ- 
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diſtreſs, then ſuch juſtice is required to com- 
mit ſuch offender to the common gao}, for 
any time not exceeding three months.” 
The 22d. claufe enacts, That this At 
Mall have continuance during the preſent 
war with France. But, by the laſt clauſe, 
this Act, or any of its proviſions, may be al- 


tered or repealed, during. the ak ſeſfion 


of parliament. 


BY this plain ſtatement of the- n mate- 
rial parts of the Act in queſtion, and by your 
own attentive perufal of it, which I would 
invite and encourage, you will be enabled, 
gentlemen, to give a ſatisfactory anſwer to 
any of your uninformed neighbours; who 
may aſk, (as I know many have done) . Ate 
they going to make us all. diere“ Your 
anſwer will be, « They (meaning goverament) 
offer to teach every man, who 75 willing to 
karn, how to defend himſelf againſt the 

| enemy, 
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enemy, inſtead of ſtanding (like an idiot) to 
be knocked o the head; they will aſſiſt 
in conveying your wives, and daughters, 
and infants, to places of greater ſafety ; for 
moſt horrible would: be their fate, if they 
ſhould fall intq the hands of the invaders ; 


and, by driving away all cattle from the coaſt, 


and deſtoying ſuch articles of ſubliftence as 
cannot he remaved to the rear of our own 
forces, (a full compenſation. being made to 
che owners) they will leave nothing for the 
enemy to invade, nnen 
with armed men. 

Theſe, gentlemen, are the G of hs N 
Act we have been oanſidering: an Act paſſed 
by the parliament, with ſuch unanimity, as 
delighted all real lovers of their country; 
who have lately had too much occaſion to 
lament the want of this unanimity, at a time 


when all hearts and hands ought to be united 


in the common defence. 85 
1 There 
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„There is now eſpecial reaſon” for this 
peaceable and forbearing temper and cont; 
duct; not only among ſtateſmen and legiſ- 
lators, but among men in all ranks and fituas: 
tions. For, what could more encourage, ö 

and promote the ſucceſs of, an invading 
enemy, than the ſight of a people, in their: 
reſpective neighbourhoods quarrelling and? 
fighting with each other. Allow me, there 
fore, to hope, that few, if any, vrue bill, 
for aſſault and battery, (which are too common 
in this and in every part of the kingdom) 
will be returned by you, either at the preſent, 

or any other ſeſſions, during this urgent 
danger of our country. I do not indulge the- 
vain hope, that they can be wholly precluded. 
But, doubtleſs, magiſtrates | will now be eſ⸗ 
pecially careful to diſcountenance all frivolous” 
and vexatious complaints, and to puniſh with- 
due ſtrictneſs all real offences, of this nature.” 
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In the preſent M ſituation of the, — 


* - long and laboured exhortations to 
ſtand forward manfully, in fortune and in 
perſon, for the defence of it, need not be ad- 
dreſſed to Britiſh hearers. It is enough to 


remind them, that it depends, under the di- 


vine providence, upon an 2 rit n our 


1 


preſent e Ad—thi 


ple of our Sovereipn, who has ſolemnly des 
clared his refolution to ſtand or fall with his 


people, ſhall excite in the public mind ;— — 


whether our independence as a nation, and 
our individual lives, liberty, and property, 


ſhall be preſerved; or whether we ſhall bend 


our necks to the moſt intolerable foreign yoke 
that was ever impoſed upon any people ; 
after no long reſpite, moſt of us periſh, by 
the hatred of the enemy, or by the treachery 
and cruelty of the moſt abandoned among our 
own countrymen. * 


and the exam 
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Kew: this promiſcuous deſtruction if any 
of us ſhould think of preſerving himſelf, b/ 
affecting to ſtand neuter in the conteſt, with 
holding ſuch aid as he is able to give to his 
country, either by his purſe or his perfonal 
fervice ;—that man deceives himſelf moft fa. 
tally, Will our foreign enemies treat ws bet- 
ter than they have treated one another ? Us, 
whom they hate with the moſt deadly hatred 
that man eyer bore fowards man? And what 
has been the lot of theſe neutralt in the ene · 
muys country ? Exactly that which ſuch baſe- 
| neſs deſerved, They have periſhed the 
ſcorn and deriſion of both the parties in the 
conteſt. Let us be aſſured, that be will have 
the faireſt chance for ſafety in this ſtruggle, 
who is found with arms in his bands, and 
with 21! to uſe them properly. 
We are threatened. with invaſion, at the 
time of the fin leaf ap praring. However 
yaunting this threat may ſeem, while the 
pin 


1 

empire of the /aq is our's; Jet us remember, 
that the enemy has fulfilled ' ſome threats, 
which at firſt were flighted and contemned, 
with a dreadful exactneſs. We ſhould, theres 
fore, be warmed by; inſtead of deſpiſimg. 
them. Fear them, perhaps, we need not, if 
we be awake to our danger 5 but we may 
well be afraid of our own falſe ſecuriry, If 
we ſhould fall into an infatuated ſupineneſs, 
(and indeed, among private individuals, there 
are too many indications of it“) the enemy 
wilt be well appriaed of it by the friends he 
bas among ur; then, he will ſuddenly execute 


* Among theſe indications, it it is pleaſant and-conſoling, to 
hear that one of them has, for the moſt part, ceaſed; namely, 
the general adſence, at this awful juncture, of great Land Lords 
from their eſtates and family manſions in the country, The 
metropolis is ſaid'to be now. very much deſerted: by gentlemen 
of this deſcription. A few are ſtill lingering there, in their uſuay 
courſe of diſſipation; who ought to be training, and animating 
by their example, every tenant, able to bear arms, upon their 
_ eſtates. Theſe men ſeem reſolved td verify the adage, „Q 

Jupiter vult perdere, prius . = 


his 
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his menaces; and if he ſhall come againſt ud 


be adminiſtered, after a Britiſh faſhion, ii 
this court; and you, Gentlemen, with he 
other jury of this day, will be our laſt zun 
and merciful juries. For, you will auen 


ſucceeded by a revolutionary jury, whoſe ſole 
office it will be, to retum verdicts of gg 


is the caſe of a great number among us bu. 

*-., preſent) a fair property, acquired by the ho- 
_ induſtry of many years; who will ad 
on theſe aceounts, be devoted to deftruation 


, | THE END. 


* 


at the period aſſigned by him, and prevail 
over us, this is the laſt time that juſtice wii 


againſt thoſe among our countrymen, wha 1 
now poſſeſs rank and opulence or diſtine? 4 
guiſhed talents; united with virtue; or (which 


4 


1 


by the e N of the . 3 7 


